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Most singular nouns form the plural by adding –s. 

Singular nouns ending in ‘s’, ‘x’, ‘z’, ‘ch’ or ‘sh’ form the 
plural by adding –es. 



Singular nouns ending in a consonant and the letter ‘y’ form 
the plural by dropping the ‘y’ and adding –ies. 

Singular nouns ending in a vowel and the letter ‘y’ form 
the plural by simply adding –s. 



Remember there are some 
exceptions to the rule… 

singular nouns ending in ‘o’ 
form the plural by adding 

–s. 

But some singular nouns 
ending in ‘o’ form the plural 

by adding –es! 



Nouns that end in ‘f’ or 
‘fe’ usually form the 
plural by dropping the 
‘f’ and adding -ves. 

However, some nouns that 
end in ‘f’ form the plural by 

simply adding -s. 



Some tricky nouns are the 
same in the singular and 

the plural forms. 

Pairs of things usually 
only have a plural form. 



What is the plural form of ‘fox’ ?  
Write both the singular and plural in your books 

What is the plural form of ‘lady’ ? 



What is the plural form of ‘cuff’ ? 

What is the plural form of ‘sheep’ ? 



Challenge 
 

Choose some of your sets of 
words and put into two sentences. 
 
E.g. 
The leaf was crisp and brown. 
 
The leaves had fallen off of the tree, 
leaving it bare.  

 


