Beanfield Primary School Reading Strategy

Beanfield Primary School is determined that every child will learn to read regardless of their background, needs or abilities.  We aim that all children will make sufficient progress from their starting points to meet or exceed age related expectations and put them on the path to develop a lifelong love of reading.  

Early Language Development 
We believe that high quality interactions with adults from the earliest possible age will secure the language comprehension foundations needed for children to develop as fluent, skilled and attentive readers.  We are determined to reduce the language gap with children from language rich homes and, recognising that the school is in an area of high socio-economic deprivation, we ensure that these interactions are led by expert practitioners and are prioritised in the structured daily timetable.

From the outset, children are exposed to language rich environments to develop and extend their vocabulary.  High quality back and forth interactions involve adults using strategies such as thinking out loud, modelling language use and asking a wide range of open and closed questions to engage children in talking about the world around them.  Children are further engaged through the validating of their responses which are rephrased or extended where necessary.

The curriculum in EYFS prioritises language development with deliberate planning for the teaching of vocabulary and opportunities to develop communication and language through talk, stories, poems, non-fiction, songs, rhymes and exploration that mirror the cohort.  All adults support children to articulate their ideas in well-formed sentences by scaffolding, extending and developing their ideas.  From the earliest age children are also taught how and when to listen and to know what good listening looks like through explicit adult modelling, reinforced through praise.

Staff pedagogy across the school supports children’s language development through the use of a no hands-up approach which establishes strong routines for responding to questions and encourages children to pay attention and focus.

Teaching of Early Reading
Phonics – Word Reading
We faithfully follow the Read Write Inc scheme for phonics.  The foundations for this are laid from Nursery and continues until children are secure in phonics.

In Nursery children focus on developing the listening and attention skills needed as the foundations for phonics through, for example, Fred Talk games, alliteration, rhythm, rhyme and environmental sounds.  Children will be introduced to the mnemonics that go alongside the phonics sounds as a pre-cursor to more formal sound teaching in the summer term of Nursery.

Formal teaching of phonics begins in Reception starting with basic sounds and phonics routines, ready for assessment grouping at week 4.  Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children are grouped via Read Write Inc assessments to ensure they are receiving phonics teaching at the appropriate level.  

Children receive phonics teaching until they have successfully completed the scheme and know all their sounds.  This is the pre-cursor to developing reading fluency and comprehension.  If children in Year 3 have not completed the scheme, they will complete the entirety of the scheme through phonics interventions (either small group or 1:1) led by adults who have been trained on the scheme.  Those children, unless they are newly arrived from abroad, who do not meet the standard of the Phonics Screening Check at the end of Year 2 are referred to the school’s SENDCO for further assessment to identify if additional support is required.

Time for teaching phonics is ringfenced.  In Reception in the Autumn Term, children start with 20 minute lessons which increases to an hour as children’s stamina improves.  In KS1 children receive 45 minute lessons.  Recap session in the afternoon for all children to reinforce phonics learning.  In Key Stage 2, daily timetabled sessions take place.

For those children who were assessed via in the moment assessment in the lesson as not grasping the sound of the session, catch up interventions will take place the same day.  Early intervention takes place for those children at risk of reading failure using the Read Write Inc One to One Tutoring programme.

As part of post Covid recovery, we recognise that a significant number of children in Year 3 and 4 will not have completed the phonics scheme.  All children were assessed on the return to school and placed in phonics groups for additional catch-up intervention if needed.

The phonics lead is given dedicated time out of class to monitor and evaluate the impact of phonics teaching in every group, providing timely coaching and mentoring for staff where a need is identified.  We adopt a fluid approach to the grouping of children with on-the-spot assessment taking place as soon as it identified that a child is ready to move groups.  The phonics lead is supported by a Read Write Inc consultant.

All adults have been trained to effectively deliver Read Write Inc sessions and careful consideration is made of which adult is allocated to which group to ensure that the lowest attaining % children are receiving the highest quality phonics teaching available in the school.  

Children’s home books are matched to the phonics sound being taught in their lessons so that their continued development can be reinforced at home.

Developing Fluency
Once children have completed the Read Write Inc scheme, they move onto reading lessons focused on developing reading speed, accuracy and fluency.  

In KS2 an age appropriate text will be chosen for the reading lessons for the week.  These sessions will use strategies such as Echo Reading and Paired Reading with suitably levelled texts.

Comprehension 
In Year 2 children will move onto the reading comprehension element of Read Write Inc and this will be taught in daily 45 minute lessons alongside reading fluency.

In KS2 the same text that children read to develop speed, accuracy and fluency is then used for two half an hour comprehension lessons in a week.  In Year 3 and 4 children focus on the skills of retrieval, inference and understanding words in context.  In Year 5 and 6 children move on to answer questions from all the reading domains in preparation for end of KS2 tests.
Vocabulary
Teaching of vocabulary is prioritised.  Tier 2 vocabulary is taught discretely, linked to the genre of writing being taught in English lessons.  Use is made of the Mrs Wordsmith scheme to support children’s vocabulary acquisition.

Tier 3 vocabulary is taught discretely in lessons across the curriculum and is reinforced through the use of regular low-stakes quizzing as well as through knowledge organisers.  

What are we doing to catch up the bottom 20%
· Additional phonics interventions beyond the taught phonics lesson in KS1
· One to one tutoring
· Phonics interventions in KS2
· Regular 1:1 reading with adults
· Regular assessment on the PM reading scheme to identify gaps in learning that can be addressed via interventions

Love of Reading
Reading for pleasure is an entitlement of every child as we recognise that having the opportunity to read regularly and widely enhances their life chances, helping them to thrive whatever their background.

We promote a genuine love of reading by carefully selecting books to ensure that children have the opportunity to inhabit the lives of those who are like them as well as learning about the lives of those whose experiences and perspectives differ from their own.

We make a commitment that every child will hear an adult read at least once a day as we recognise that children’s enjoyment of literature is intrinsically linked to the passion of the adults working with them who must actively show that they love the books they are sharing.  

As a school we are constantly broadening adults’ knowledge of children’s literature ranging from the classics to more modern books.

Book Areas
Our book areas are at the heart of our classrooms, each one a mini-library of curated, well-chosen books which capture children’s imagination.  Book corners contain books that the teacher has read to the children so they can both read and enjoy in the classroom and borrow to read and share at home.  

Reading at Home
Every child will take home a levelled book linked to the sound they are learning in phonics or their reading level.  They will also take home a reading for pleasure book that they can choose from their classroom library.

Special Educational Needs
All children are included in our whole school reading curriculum; we prioritise learning to read for all children regardless of need or ability.  In line with the growing consensus among academics, children will receive phonics teaching, via Read Write Inc, which is taught through direct instruction and made accessible to the individual developmental level of the child.  Teachers break learning down into small achievable steps which are suitable to the pace of the child.  Within individual lessons teachers adapt instruction to ensure appropriate time is given over to scaffolding and modelling to allow children to make progress from their individual starting point.

Reading through the curriculum
Children read widely across the curriculum and are developing the ability to use reading for the acquisition of new content in a given discipline.  

In English lessons, high quality texts will be used as a stimulus for writing, allowing children to engage with both fiction and non-fiction, to broaden their understanding of writing for an audience and with purpose.
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