
Year 4 Geography 
Thursday 

Today, we will be analysing different 
types of maps of North America to 

consider why people settle where they 
do, and the impact of electricity on 

North America. 
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Firstly, here’s a map of the world. 
Which is north, east, south and west? 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/physical_world_map.htm&psig=AOvVaw1SUKo-X18kDFiYXm8_OrPH&ust=1610027620106000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjO1YW7h-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/physical_world_map.htm&psig=AOvVaw1SUKo-X18kDFiYXm8_OrPH&ust=1610027620106000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjO1YW7h-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Where in the world is it generally warmer? 
Where in the world is it generally colder? 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/physical_world_map.htm&psig=AOvVaw1SUKo-X18kDFiYXm8_OrPH&ust=1610027620106000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjO1YW7h-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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What is this red line called? Why is it generally 
warmer here? 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/physical_world_map.htm&psig=AOvVaw1SUKo-X18kDFiYXm8_OrPH&ust=1610027620106000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjO1YW7h-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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This line is the Equator, and this area is normally closer 
to the sun than anywhere else and is therefore warmer. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/physical_world_map.htm&psig=AOvVaw1SUKo-X18kDFiYXm8_OrPH&ust=1610027620106000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjO1YW7h-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Here is a map of North 
America, showing the 

three main countries of 
the continent we’ll be 
focussing on this term. 

(Canada, USA and Mexico.) 
 

Which is the most North? 
(Far from the Equator) 
Which is most south? 
(Nearer the Equator) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http://alabamamaps.ua.edu/contemporarymaps/world/americas/index.html&psig=AOvVaw3EHtpEkCyTiftWhdpahoZ4&ust=1610028635925000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNDy-u2-h-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAR
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In today’s lesson, we’ll be looking at different 
maps of North America and analysing what 

we think they tell us. 
 

In your books, write the number of the map 
and answer the questions with what you 

think. 
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Map 1 
These two maps show electricity 
usage and light pollution in North 

America. 
 

Based on these two maps, where 
do you think the majority of 

people in the USA live? 
 

Why do you think people have 
settled here? 
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Map 2 
Here is a map of Canada. 

 
Half of all the people in Canada 
live below that red line, whilst 

the other half live in all the area 
above the red line. 

 
Why do you think not many 

Canadians live in the area above 
the red line? 
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Map 3 
Here is a map of the USA. 

 
The two orange areas together 

have the same population 
(number of people live there) as 

the red area. 
 

Why do you think so many 
people live near the coast? 

(beach/seaside) 
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North America is one continent, 
but it has many different 

climates. 
 

‘Climates’ means the typical 
weather in an area. 

 
As you can, Canada is incredibly 

cold, whilst Mexico is far warmer.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://adaptwest.databasin.org/pages/adaptwest-climatena/&psig=AOvVaw07HHyAlZPoyEUaa2YZZQ5r&ust=1610029553018000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCxrKHCh-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

